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Removing Anti-Fraud Restrictions at the

Land Registry

And why we do not offer this as a service

Property owners sometimes contact us asking whether we can remove an anti-fraud restriction that has been

registered against their title at HM Land Registry.

We are not able to offer this as a service, and we would like to explain why.

The purpose of an anti-fraud restriction

An anti-fraud restriction is placed on a property title,
usually at the owner’s own request, to add an extra layer
of protection against fraudulent transactions such as
identity theft or unauthorised sales and mortgages. Once
registered, it typically prevents HM Land Registry from
completing a sale, transfer, or mortgage of the property
unless a conveyancer or solicitor certifies that the person
dealing with the property is who they claim to be.

‘Why removal is not something we offer

It usually requires the registered proprietor’'s own
application. Removing the restriction normally has to be

done by, or with the consent of, the person who is actually

the registered owner of the property, submitted directly
to HM Land Registry. We cannot remove a restriction on
a property simply because someone has asked us to; we
would need to be satisfied as to ownership and authority,
and even then this falls outside the scope of the services
we provide.

We cannot verify ownership or instructions to the
standard required. The entire purpose of the restriction is
to prevent someone other than the genuine owner from
dealing with the property. Agreeing to act on a request

to remove it without being able to properly verify the
identity and authority of the person instructing us would
undermine that protection, and exposes both the client
and the firm to unacceptable risk.

Requests to remove fraud-prevention measures are,
unfortunately, a known vector for property fraud. Even
where a request appears genuine, we are not in a position
to take on the liability involved in certifying or facilitating
removal of a protection of this kind as a standalone
service.

How we can help

Our experienced and expert lawyers provide legal advice
and help with buying or selling a property, transfer of
equities, re-mortgages and deeds of gift.

Legal services for you and your business

Specifically they deal with:

I Auction Packs

I Buying Property

I Equity Release

I Help-to-Buy

I Re-mortgaging

I Right-to-Buy

I Selling Property

I Transfer of Equity
I Sale Ready

| First Registrations

Hunt & Coombs Solicitors is an established law
firm offering a full range of company and personal
legal services.

From our offices in Peterborough, Oundle and
Huntingdon, we serve our local communities with a
refreshingly modern and personal touch, backed up by
professionalism and legal expertise.

With impressive accreditations across numerous
professional bodies and a transparent fees structure, our
culture and standards make us the ideal place for you to
come whenever you need legal advice or support.

For further information on the legal services we provide
please contact a member of the residential property
teamon:

t: 01733 882800

e: info@hcsolicitors.co.uk

w: www.hcsolicitors.co.uk

www.hcsolicitors.co.uk
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